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SUBJECT: GISCARD'S PRESS CONFERENCE: ZAIRE 

1 . IN A 50-MINUTE TELEVISED PRESS CONFERENCE DEVOTED 
TO FOREIGN POLICY ON APRIL 12, GISCARD DISCUSSED 
PRIMARILY AFRICA, EAST- WEST RELATIONS, AND EUROPE. 

HE SAID THE FOLLOWING ABOUT ZAIRE. 

2. FRENCH INTERVENTION IS EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE AIR 
TRANSPORT OF MATERIAL. IT IS NOT A FIGHTING OPERATION. 

NO SOLDIER IS ENGAGED IN BATTLE AND NONE WILL BE. 

FRANCE INTERVENED BECAUSE IT WAS ASKED TO DO SO. 

GISCARD RECALLED THE ORIGINS OF THE MATTER: THE 
ZAIRIAN REQUEST TO THE OAU. MOROCCO'S AFFIRMATIVE 
RESPONSE, ITS LACK OF ADEQUATE AIR TRANSPORT AND THE 
CONSEQUENT ZAIRIAN-MOROCCAN REQUEST TO FRANCE. THE 
FRENCH DECISION WAS MADE AFTER STUDY AND REFLECTION. 

3. THE REASON FOR FRENCH INTERVENTION WAS THE 
SITUATION IN AFRICA. BY INTERVENING, FRANCE GAVE 
TWO SIGNALS, FIRST, SECURITY -TO SHOW ITS AFRICAN 
FRIENDS THAT THEY WERE NOT BEING ABANDONED. SECOND, 
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SOLID ARITY-TO DEMONSTRATE THE SOLIDITY OF THE BONDS 
BETWEEN EUROPE AND AFRICA. FRANCE CAN NOT DESOLIDA- 
RIZE ITSELF FROM AFRICA. HE SAID THAT HE PREFERRED 
THAT FRANCE GIVE THE SIGNAL WITHOUT THE AGREEMENT OF 
THE U.S. SINCE THERE ARE SITUATIONS IN WHICH EUROPE 
MUST MANIFEST ITSELF. GISCARD TALKED ABOUT AFRICA 
WITH SECRETARY VANCE BUT DID NOT DISCUSS SPECIFIC 
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FRENCH PLANS. FRANCE ACTS FOR ITS OWN ACCOUNT IN LINE 
WITH ITS NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS. 

4. ACCORDING TO OBSERVERS ON THE SPOT, ELEMENTS 
INFILTRATED INTO ZAIRE WERE RECENTLY TRAINED. IN 
OTHER WORDS, THEY ARE NOT KATANGAN GENDARMES RE- 
TURNING AFTER TWELVE YEARS TO THEIR COUNTRY. THEY 
RECEIVED TRAINING IN REVOLUTIONARY WARFARE, BUT THE 
FRENCH DON'T KNOW WHO TRAINED THEM. 

5. THERE ARE A FEW DOZEN FRENCH MILITARY IN ZAIRE, 

ALL THERE IN CONNECTION WITH TRAINING ON FRENCH 
EQUIPMENT. THE PLANES WILL RETURN TO FRANCE APRIL 16. 

6. ASKED ABOUT CONSULTATIONS ON ZAIRE WITH THE 
PARTIES, GISCARD SAID HE WAS READY TO DO SO, BUT THAT 
THE COMMUNISTS CRITICIZED THE ACTION BEFORE ALLOWING 
TIME FOR EXPLANATIONS. HE HOPED SUCH FOREIGN POLICY 
PROBLEMS COULD BE DISCUSSED WITH BOTH MAIORITY AND 
OPPOSITION PARTIES IN THE FUTURE. 

GAMMON 
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